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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 17363 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, IC, UK 

SUBJECT: UK/ICELAND FISHERIES NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: LONDON 1439L 

1. SENIOR UK MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND 
FOOD (MAFF) ODFICIALS WENT TO REYKJAVIK NOVEMBER 4 AND 
5 TO DISCUSS "SCIENTIFIC" ASPECTS OF PROPOSED FISHERIES 
AGREEMENT. MAFF OFFICIA/S STATED INFORMAL MEETINGS 
WERE DESIGNED TO LAY FOUNDATION "FOR HOPED FOR" MEET- 
ING BETWEEN MINISTER OF STATE HATTERSLEY AND ICELANDIC 
FORNMIN AGUSTSSON OVER WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 15-16 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 17363 111941Z 

2. MAFF OFFICIAL STATED IT WAS "REALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
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THOSE WHO WANT TO KNOW IF TALKS WERE USEFUL OR NOT." 

HE ADDED THAT UK FEELS IT HAS MADE SATISFACTORY GESTURES 
TO ENSURE CONTINUATION OF NEGOTIATIONS. HE ASCRIBED 
RADICAL AND PESSIMISTIC PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY ICELANDIC 
OFFICIALS TO AELTIC INFLUENCES IN THEIR BACKGROUND. 

"THEY ARE LIKE WELSH ORATORS' PRONE TO GIVE WAY TO 
VIOLENT PASSION IN PUBLIC SPEECH." HE ADDED THAT ATMOS- 
PHERE AT THE INFORMAL TALKS WAS MUCH FRIENDLIER THAN 
WAS TO BE SUPPOSED BY THE ICELANDIC PUBLIC STATEMENTS. 
THIS FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE HAS LED HIM TO CONCLUDE THAT 
ONLY SLIGHT STIFFENING OF WILL BY ICELANDIC MINISTERS 
IS REQUIRED FOR THEM TO REACH AGREEMENT AND FACE WHAT 
APPEARS TO HIM TO BE MANAGEABLE AMOUNT OF PUBLIC 
OUTCRY. 

RICHARDSON 
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